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The Canadian Context
• FLW a $100 billion annual cost and 

approximately 4% of Canada’s GHGs

• Vast country, large rural areas, few 

urban centres

• An economy of SMEs, <10 large 

companies dominate retail and 

processing markets. 

• Federal policy and innovation support 

for food and agriculture

• Local government policy and regulation 
controls waste

• Parochial action can dominate



National Strategy

Priority Recommendations:

• Measure and monitor

• Change date labelling

• Innovate in processing

• Recover surplus food through gleaning and 

charitable networks

• Eliminate food donation obstacles



Research, Education, Engagement



Delivering on 
Recommendations

A Food Policy for 
Canada

• Measuring

• Monitoring

• Carbon market

• Best before dates



Delivering on 
Recommendations:

Food Waste Reduction 
Challenge: Business 
Models

• The Station Food Hub

• Loop Mission

• Still Good





Campaign in Market



COMMUNITY ACTIVATION





Emerging New Directions
Circular Food Systems



Emerging New Directions
Circular Food Systems

• Scaling Circular Food Systems in 
Canada

• Collaborators: 
• Circular Economy Leadership Canada 

(CELC)

• Save-On-Foods

• Our Food Future

• Vancouver Economic Commission (VEC)

• Webinars:
• Behavior Change Solutions 

• Place-based Food Hubs



Why Place-Based Circular Food Hubs?

• Reduce food loss and 
waste

• Promote good human 
health

• Protect local ecosystems, 

• Increase market 
opportunities

• Contribute to climate 
action

• Localize supply chain 

• Co-location of food 
supply chain activities 



Food Loss and Waste – Circular 
Food Hubs

• Deep collaboration

• Halifax, Guelph, Vancouver, Metro 

Vancouver, Halifax Food Policy Alliance, 

ECCC, Divert Nova Scotia, Halifax 

Partnership, 

• Virtual workshops 

• Canadian peer network 

• Food waste flow analysis, GHG assessment, 

strategic interventions by Dillon and Dalhousie

• Pilot and test phase



Food Loss and Waste – Circular Food Hubs

Halifax Partnership | Circular Food Solution Challenge

https://halifaxpartnership.com/how-we-help/innovation-outpost/circular-food-solution-challenge/


Recommendations for Cities and Regions

• Go circular where you can 

• Collaborate across sectors, throughout supply chains, and go deep ‘in place’

• Never undertake a siloed policy or practice 

• Cities hold power but ideally work in concert with other levels of gov’t 

• Data is critical but in concert with action on reduction
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Thank you


