
Tackling Food Waste in a 
Small Rural Community



About Dysart et al



Haliburton 
County
also known as
Haliburton Highlands



About Dysart et al

1,474.22 km2

Toronto is 631.1 km2

4.9 people
per km2

Toronto has 4,427.8
people per km2

7,298
Households

3,957 households are 
seasonal

Toronto has 1,253,238 
private dwellings

Official Name:
The United Townships of 
Dysart, Dudley, Harcourt, 

Guilford, Harburn, Bruton, 
Havelock, Eyre and Clyde



Waste Management in Dysart

No curbside 
collection

5 Landfills/Depots
No weigh scales at any site

No electricity:
Harcourt, West Bay Landfills

No cellular reception:
West Bay Landfill

Completely transferring garbage:
Haliburton, Kennisis Lake,

West Guilford Landfills

Landfilling garbage on site:
Harcourt, West Bay Landfills
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Food Waste



What’s in the garbage?

Garbage
1,895 metric tonnes (2022)

568.5
metric tonnes

Food Waste 
Organics

947.5
metric tonnes

Food Waste 
Organics

30%                                                                            50%



Food Waste Diversion Programs





FoodCycler Pilot Project



Delegation to Dysart Council
October 26, 2021
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About the FoodCycler

Cycle time of 4 to 8 hours



Staff Report
November 9, 2021



Council Approval

FoodCycler retail cost $500
Impact Canada subsidy - $250
Dysart et al subsidy - $100

Cost to Dysart 
participant

$150.00
plus HST

100
participants

12
week pilot

April 10 to 
July 2, 2022



Pilot Project
Initial Promotion

Website
dysartetal.ca/foodcycler

Media
Release

Newspaper
Advertisement

Social Media



Pilot Project
Timeline of Registrants



Pilot Project
Registrants & Participants

272 
Registrations

244
Lottery

100
Participants

134
Non-participants

10
Declined

28
Non-Dysart



Pilot Project
Participant Pickup
• Pay for FoodCycler using 

debit card or credit card
• Fill in Commitment to 

Participate
• Complete online survey 

using iPad
• Participant takes:

• FoodCycler
• User Guide
• Resident Guide



Pilot Project
Weekly Logs
• Emailed all participants each 

Saturday of the 12-week 
pilot project with a weblink 
to complete a 
SurveyMonkey

• 4 questions



Pilot Project
Surveys
• Conducted three surveys

• Initial pickup (done in-person 
using an iPad)

• 18 questions
• Week 6 (half-way)

• 16 questions
• Week 12 (pilot completion)

• 20 questions



Staff Reports
April 12, May 10, June 14, August 9, 2022



Pilot Project
Weekly Log Results

Week 
1

Week 
2

Week 
3

Week 
4

Week 
5

Week 
6
ending 
May 21

Week 
7

Week 
8

Week 
9

Week 
10
ending 
June 18

Week 
11

Week 
12

4 
times

23.81% 15.63%

3 
times

27.55% 24% 21.35% 21.65% 32.32% 25% 25% 18.75% 31.0% 24.21%

2 
times

16.33% 19% 21.35% 24.74% 22.22% 23.81% 27.08% 27.08% 21.88% 23.96% 17.0% 18.95%



Is the FoodCycler large enough for the quantity of daily food 
waste you generate?

Pilot Project
Survey 3 Results



After twelve weeks, did you experience increased electricity 
costs during the time you used the FoodCycler?

Pilot Project
Survey 3 Results



The 12-week pilot project has ended. Do you anticipate you'll 
continue to use the FoodCycler after the pilot project is over?

Pilot Project
Survey 3 Results



Should Dysart continue to offer the FoodCycler as a way to 
manage household food waste?

Pilot Project
Survey 3 Results



Should Dysart financially subsidize the purchase price of the 
FoodCycler for any additional Dysart household that wants to 
purchase one?

Pilot Project
Survey 3 Results



If federal/provincial funding was available, would you support 
Dysart providing a FoodCycler to every Dysart household at no 
cost?

Pilot Project
Survey 3 Results



County-wide Project



I Taste Zero Waste



Food Waste Reduction Strategy

Waste Resource Management -
Environmental





Food Waste Reduction Strategy



Contact



Contact

John Watson
Environmental Manager
Municipality of Dysart et al
705-457-1740 x 659
jwatson@dysartetal.ca
www.dysartetal.ca

Dysart Waste @dysartetal @dysartetal
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